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1 . This written opinion is the first (fast, etc,) drawn by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
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II 
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in 
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IV 
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V 




VI 
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VII 
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VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2 (a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



The applicant is hereby invited to reply to this opinion. 

When? See the time limit indicated above. The applicant may, before the expiration of that time limit, r equest 

thiG Authority to grant an extension. Soo rul e 66.2(d). 
How? By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3. 

For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 

Also For an additional opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 

For the examiner's obligation to consider amendments and/or arguments, see Rule 66.4 bis. 

For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6 
If no reply is filed, the international preliminary examination report will be established on the basis of this opinion. 
The final date by which the international preliminary 

examination report must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 20 April 2005 (20.04.2005) 
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With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[>3 the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
pages M07_ 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



, as originally filed 
~_, filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of . 



the c laims : 
pages 108-127 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



_j as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 1-4 



pages NONE 



NONE 



as originally filed 

t filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of. 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages NONE t as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



, filed with the demand 
. filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
" language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language : wnicn is 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international apphcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exainination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international apphcation, the written 
opinion was drawn on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international apphcation in printed form. 
Q filed together with the international apphcation in computer readable form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
H] furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international apphcation as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 

has been furnished. 

4. CD Tne amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages NONE 

Q the claims, Nos. NONE 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5. Q This opinion has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
this opinion as "originally filed. m 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Claims 83-86, 90 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-82. 87-89, 91-95 



Claims 83-86, 90 

Claims 1-82. 87-89, 91-95 



Claims 1-95 
Claims NONE 



^uSTs^f^r^^ PCX Ar.de 33(2) as being anticipated by each individual of Welch* a, (US 
2 5^4 S and C^fee et al . (US 2,534,698) as cited in the International Search Report. The reference examples set forth a 
coS^ oTboburyTe« J isoprene useful in elastomer compositions, wherein the copolymer is made usmg Lewts acid «talyst 
3° Tme nreseae of bydrofluorocarbon or fluorocarbon diluents. * Although neither reference has measured the obscure 
ZTyT £Xu^ of the claims, the reference copolymers appear to inherendy comin ^op^ "m" -tlnn 

KLd ranges because toy have been made using the same monomers, diluents, and class of ca^ ^ th^ dented m 
applicants' specification. Regarding the dependent claims, the references further suggest comber Qistribuncms and solvent 
sdeSinCwelch '415(CoL3, line63 through col. 4. line 69) and Calfee '698 (col. 2. lines 0-13; col. 3. lines 15-45); 
Ltea^n^STvveignts are disclosed in Welch '415 at col. 5, lines 43-48. It is noted that certam copolymer damts mclude 
Sc^components withTthe structure of product-by-process claims; however, there is nothing m the ^^J 1 *^" 8 " 
^cTwoidd lead to a conclusion that these additional process components would necessarfy result m any substantive differences in 
dTcian^TcSotymers which would render such copolymers outside the scope of those disclosed in the applied references. 

Claims 83-86 and 90 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art does not t«ich or fairly suggest either 
halogenation of the disclosed copolymers or the making of copolymers of molecular weight in excess of 1 ,000,000. 

Claims 1-95 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 



can be made or used in industry 
NEW CITATIONS 
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Supplemental Box . 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



JE^St set for response to a Written Opinion may not be extended. 37 CFR 1 .4W(d£ Any resporja 

expiration of the time limit set in the Written Opinion will not be considered in preparing the InternaUonal Preliminary Examination 
Report. 
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